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Extracts from U.S. Treasury Report, 1881. 


by Wayne L. Jacobs 


In full, its title is "Report of the Director of the Mint Upon the Statistics of the Production of the Precious 
Metals in the United States", Washington: Government Printing Office, 1881 (444 pages). These are 
official figures, no matter that some of the entries seem to be slightly at variance to our conventional 
beliefs. The last full figures are for the fiscal year 1880, a period that is notable in that the Bland-Allison 
Act (1878) had just restored legal tender status to the domestic U.S. silver dollar and forced the government 
to make huge silver bullion purchases to mint these coins, even though most remained in the vaults as 
backing for the paper Silver Certificates that did the actual circulating. At the same time, legal tender status 
for the U.S. silver Trade Dollar had been repealed in 1876 and although large mintages continued until 
1878 (and small "collectors only" issues to 1885), its mintage ceased thereafter - even though large 
quantities continued to circulate in the Far East (particularly China) for decades afterward. 


To the writer's mind, the largest anomaly is the reproduction of what purports to be a Dominion of 
Canada law from 1868 giving legal tender status to both American silver as well as British, the latter at the 
inflated rate of 25-cents per shilling. This would seem to be a mistake in this Report, the law more closely 
paralleling the statutes of Nova Scotia than the rest of the partners in Confederation. It is nevertheless 
reproduced literally below. 


After the Great Expulsion of American Silver from Canada in 1870, new supplies were discouraged by 
an exchange rate below face. In reality, American silver could - and did - have a limited circulation at full 
face in the border areas. Another part of the Report reproduced below shows that American silver was 
imported by Canada but the modest amounts could be easily accounted for by the temporary needs of 
Canadian border banks. 


Lastly is listed the exchange rates of the different major world currencies as they stood in 1881. 


(A) 


From the section "Monetary Statistics of Foreign Countries" we have two entries concerning Canada, the 
first (p.240) reading: 


"Canada. - The response of the deputy minister of finance of the Dominion of Canada, with documents, 
transmitted through Hon. J.Q. Smith, consul-general of the United States, show the following facts: 


There is no mint in Canada, its coin being supplied from the home government. The system of paper 
money of Canada is similar to that of the United States, consisting of Dominion notes to the amount of 
$12,000,000 and bank notes to the amount of $20,000,000. The issue of Dominion notes is limited to 
$20,000,000, for which specie and government securities are held." 


Further along in the same section (pp.257-8) the following document is reproduced: 


" CANADA. 
An act respecting the currency, May 22, 1868. 


* * * * * * * * * 


2. On and after the said day, the pound currency throughout all Canada shall be held to be equivalent to and 
to represent eighty-nine grains and six hundred and one thousandths of a grain, troy weight, of pure gold, or 
ninety-seven grains and seven hundred and forty-seven thousandths of a grain of gold of the standard 
fineness prescribed by law for the gold coins of the United Kingdom, on the Ist day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four. 


3. The pound sterling, or British sovereign, of the weight and fineness now established by law shall be held 
to be equal to five dollars and four cents and one-third of a cent currency, and any British sovereign of the 
present lawful weight shall pass current and be a legal tender in Canada for that sum; and any other British 
gold coins coined or to be coined, while of lawful weight, shall pass current and be a legal tender for sums 
proportionate to the quantity of gold in them, and to be declared by proclamation of the governor. 


4. Any gold or silver or copper coins which Her Majesty may direct to be struck for use in Canada shall, 
by such names as shall be assigned to them in the governor's proclamation declaring them lawful money of 
Canada, pass current and be a legal tender in Canada, at the rate assigned to them respectively by 
proclamation, which shall be (as nearly as may be) in the same proportion to their intrinsic values as the 
rate at which gold, silver and copper coins of the United Kingdom pass current there, bear to their intrinsic 
values respectively. 


5. British silver coins, while of lawful weight and current in the United Kingdom, shall pass current and be 
a legal tender in Canada to the amount of ten dollars in any one payment at the following rates: crown at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents; the florin at fifty cents; the shilling at twenty-five cents; and the other 
silver coins at rates bearing the same proportion to their nominal value in sterling. 


6. British copper coins while current in the United Kingdom shall, unless and until it is otherwise ordered 
by proclamation of the governor, pass current and be a legal tender in Canada, to the amount of one shilling 
in any one payment, at the rate of two cents for every penny of their nominal sterling value. 


7. The half-eagle of the United States of America coined after the adoption by the said United States of the 
basis of value hereinbefore mentioned, and being of the intrinsic value aforesaid, shall, on the conditions to 
be defined in the proclamation of the governor, pass current and be a legal tender in Canada to any amount, 
at the rate of five dollars, as shall also the other gold coins of the United States and of France, or of any 
other nation, coined under the agreement made at the International Monetary Conference, at rates 
proportional to their intrinsic value and to be mentioned in such proclamation, which may also fix a 
specific percentage of difference between the new currency and the old, and may contain such conditions 
and limitations as to weight, fineness, stamp, date, remedy, or tolerance, as the governor may think proper. 


8. The governor may by proclamation, from time to time, declare that the silver coins of the United States 
coined after their adoption of the basis of value hereinbefore mentioned and containing in the half-dollar 
not less than one hundred and seventy-nine grains troy weight, of the fineness of nine-tenths, and so in 
proportion for any coin of greater or less nominal value, shall on and after a day to be therein named, pass 
current and be a legal tender in Canada, to the amount of ten dollars in any one payment; and any such 
proclamation may contain such conditions and limitations as to weight, fineness, stamp, date, remedy or 
tolerance, as the governor may think proper, and may be revoked or amended by any subsequent 
proclamation." 


Comment on the Above. 


The inclusion of such a document in an official report of the U.S. government, emanting as it did from 
the Mint through the U.S. Treasury - a sub-department and department that should have been definitive 
above all others - is quite unbelievable. 


In the first place, it defines a Canadian "pound currency", something that had not existed since 
decimalization of 1 January, 1858 - ten years before this "document" and twenty-three before this report! 
No where does it mention our actual currency: the Canadian dollar, although in places are noted some 
values in dollars and cents "currency". With this lack, it does not, of course, define the Canadian dollar - 
which is synonymous with the value and fineness of the U.S. gold dollar, which is to say 23.22 grains of 
pure gold. 


Paragraph 3 gives the British sovereign a value of $5.04'4, something it never had in Canada or even its 
constituent parts; even Nova Scotia - the "cheapest" Canadian decimal currency of all - assigned it a value 


s; 


of but $5.00 N.S. from its inception of decimalization (New Year's Eve, 1860) until brought into line with 
the rest of the Dominion in 1871. Paragraph 5 would also seem to apply only to Nova Scotia during this 
period. Paragraph 6 would seem only to apply to Newfoundland after that colony went decimal in 1863. 


As of Confederation, Canada admitted only a limited number of foreign coins to legal tender status - and 
in every case, these coins had to also enjoy the status of "legal tender to any amount” in their country of 
origin. These were: British gold coins at $4.86% Canadian per sovereign, its parts and multiples in 
proportion; American gold coins plus the U.S. silver dollar (but not its fractions) at face-for-face. At no 
time did the Dominion admit the gold coins of other countries as legal tender, although banks would readily 
buy them at their published exchange rate (less a little bit, of course) based on their intrinsic worth. 


Paragraph 9 would have made the least sense in 1868 (let alone 1881). In 1868, Canada was flooded with 
U.S. silver coin and beginning herculean efforts to be shed of it. Just before the U.S. Civil War, American 
silver did circulate in Canada at face, but only by ones and twos; in quantity it was discounted to as little as 
23¢ per quarter-dollar (and the British shilling at 24¢ Canadian). However, during the War, Canada became 
a major supplier to the U.S. under the Reciprocity Treaty with the balance of trade very much in Canada's 
favour. But the U.S. paper currency was inconvertible and their gold reserves soon depleted so payment to 
Canadians increasingly came to be made in U.S. silver coin (mostly half- and quarter-dollars) received at a 
10% discount. Of course, insofar as possible, the recipients passed these coins at face, realizing yet another 
profit. By the late 1860s, this silver flood was making good profits for exchange houses who bought at 
bullion value and sold at a slight (but considerable in its total and frequency) markup to employers who in 
turn were wont to make up their employees’ pay packets in this coin on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. By the 
summer of 1870, the Dominion had rid itself of this "Silver Nuisance" by withdrawal, disposing of it by 
returning to the U.S. or melting, involving more than $8,000,000 worth. 


Explanation(?). 


In the writer's opinion, this "document" is certainly not enacted legislation but rather a sort of speculative 
consideration of what Canada might have to do should events transpire in worst-case scenario. A trial 
balloon that thankfully never had to come to pass. The "culprit" was the International Monetary Union. 


Even as Canada gained Dominion status on July 1, 1867, representatives of most major western countries 
were meeting in Paris, exploring the benefits of a "universal currency". The result was the founding of the 
International Monetary Union consisting of France, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy and (later) Greece. All of 
them agreed to a common monetary "unit" of the same weight and fineness, no matter that it was called a 
franc, lira or drachma in the country of origin. All agreed that their gold coins denominated in multiple- 
units would be legal tender to any amount in all members of the Union. A Greek 20-drachma piece, for 
instance, would pass at 20-francs in France or 20-lire in Italy since all would be identical in size, fineness - 
and thus, gold content. Rather foolishly, as it turned out, the same legal tender status was extended to the 
silver 5-"unit" crown, made slightly proportionally heavier than its aliquot parts for this purpose. As the 
price of silver fell, it became profitable to strike quantities of such crowns and attempt to pass them in the 
circulation of the other member countries. But the fact a// tried this cancelled out any advantages and soon 
the silver crown was removed from legal tender status as well. 


From Canada's viewpoint, the most startling developments were the interest paid by the U.S. and Britain 
in being part of such a Union. Since a I.M.U. "unit" was valued at 19.3¢ U.S., it may be seen that simply by 
lightening her gold coins by some 32%, a U.S. $5 "half-eagle", for instance, could become the equivalent 
of an I.M.U. 25-"unit" piece. There was, indeed, bills introduced into Congress advocating this very change 
and it seems that the short-lived silver 20-cent pieces as well as the gold $4 "Stellas" were actually trial 
balloons to test the acceptance of what would be "1" and "20-unit" coins. Neither were a success and soon 
dropped; with them a fairly extensive series of patterns on I.M.U. standards, many of which were 
denominated in two or more systems. 


Ate $ : % j sa ec il 
Great Britain pattern Franc/10 pence, 1867 (14x) U.S. pattern 5 Dollars / 25 Francs, 1868 (14x) 
Both of the above were attempts to fit the national coinage to I.M.U. standards. 


Britain made up a few patterns as well but the sterling system could not be made to correspond to that of 
the I.M.U. save by completely discarding what was then the strongest, most widely-used currency system 
in the world. There was never any serious consideration to change in Britain for this reason. 


But as a new country, Canada was in a currency quandry. By law, the values of Canada's coins was 
locked to those of the U.S., especially the gold dollar and its multiples. Should the U.S. lighten her gold 
coins, any coins - including silver - that Canada struck before that time would be rendered over-valued and 
requiring withdrawal and replacement By /aw, the weights and fineness of Canadian silver coins were tied 
to those of Britain, a dollar's worth of Canadian silver coins to contain exactly 1000/4867th of the silver in 
£1 of British coin. Should either country alter her coinage to I.M.U. standards, Canadian coins would 
become extra-legal and require replacement. Since this would be a costly process, Canada simply adopted a 
wait-and-see attitude until 1870, by which time Canadian officials came to the correct conclusion that 
neither the U.S. nor Britain were going to change. With this determination, the new Dominion could order 
and circulate new silver coins in 1870. 


"May 22, 1868" was right in the middle of this indecisive period and if the U.S. had lightened its gold 
coins (but not the British), the paragraphs more or less are in line with what Canada would have been 
forced to do, pending receipt of new, lighter Canadian coins. The sovereign would rise from $4.86% to 
$5.04'4 Canadian, new U.S. gold at face value. As well, gold coins of the I.M.U. ("French") could be legal 
tender to any extent at the rate of 20¢ Canadian per I.M.U. "unit", just like it would be in the U.S. 


This waiting period was also the reason the out-of-sync Nova Scotia dollar was not sooner brought into 
line with the rest of the Dominion. As it stood, the Nova Scotian value given to the sovereign, an even $5, 
was Closer to the proposed new value than was that of the rest. But in 1871, it was brought into line. Until a 
sufficient supply of new Canadian silver was to hand, British coin could fill the gap at 25¢ per shilling - 
and even the British bronze at 2¢ Canadian per penny. 


Once the native Canadian coin supply was adequate, legal tender status of foreign coin might - and 
probably would - be restricted to the gold of Britain, the U.S. and members of the I.M.U. 


All the same, there was little excuse for the rather tenuous hold the acknowledged monetary experts in 
the U.S. appears to have had regarding the currency affairs of neighbouring Canada. Quoting what seems to 
have been nothing more than a working proposal /3 years after the fact does not give evidence of much 
actual expertise. This is all the more surprising in light of the fact that the equivalent affairs of most other 
countries - varying as much as India, France, Germany, Mexico and Turkey - are covered in rather minute 
detail. 


(B) 


"Statement by countries of the net imports of American silver coin for the fiscal years ended 
June 30, 1878, 1879 and 1880. 
(From the reports of the Bureau of Statistics.) 


Countries 1878 1879 1880 


ES BN sects ensign sedineitnncqiviasstoteiusigysisigrctasves - $ 1,000 - 
Ee a ee ee ne ee $ 1,300 6,693 $10,531 
SNE Pe IN caine nsec tuth tes anhnipineneteshanghasnevesiies 77,063 224,310 122,480 
FRR AS AS TSR RNR EIEN 65 1,400 90,991 
NI okt dd es dbl dvnitidin in eadivd ibm hachinka dni 475,170 343,339 98,600 
ORE DL a eee) ee ORT ee Pee Ce eee ee eee 1,200 231,325 844 
French possessions in: Africa) scsissiscdcesssissccsiessscsesssssesscecesss 500 150 : 
Pancha momponaionne sel) thier vss cas sie sts piteeesvinbinds otapistag enn - 132 2,349 
OOD rs. kha eravhnnces. ciiiels deste ianeiands MABE siaAbie 4,268 43,799 15,465 
Re Deel ererlusaorkaesvpksibecasskiionsntcayiteavelsichabiilnavajssagsdsiacbotaats 193,969 2,492,661 907,021 
CSIP BT A eect a hed baal beactrieds - 687 169 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Prince Edward's Island - - 918 
Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Rupert's Land, Northwest Terr. 6,979 7,458 3,565 
PASEROE OMIA i chs casas Seten ss ssdy ta oneesanliadd aiagiasaccitedsanphioen - - 1,492 
British West Indies and British Honduras _ ................:c0000 102,887 80,982 156,741 
British possessions in Africa and adjacent islands .......... 30,564 20,899 32,798 
British possessions in Australasia — .........sssssssessseseeseseseeneees - 4 508 
PERE ROMMINSS pase tad o ions teva anssssansncistonencanedeaceesasscossise 300 - 4,161 
i ah eh thn ho-eahaes-<eiaiasiegisiinine estas 769,255 785,398 739,328 
ORY si stat tativ Seg «Seta <p sd cc eee onsen eva 785 956 16,621 
UM band cas, tees. wegdtdec sackets caves sasab Adi he etabbONe Uatinns dba edcinal 475,043 423,990 306,649 
SPEEA OOU TMT 6 isiidtn tad Sertatiiaion niente ieslidd tenia. 29,715 28,005 23,150 
Mes MNS ice. GO eee oath nsincnald Saas hotest ca thndca nates sind - - - 
PIE as vericshpconcen ses snassccdbetie titiasnso DUR Binds cera - - 2,530 
Azore, Madeira, and Cape Verde Islands .........eeeeeseeeeee 35 8 8,623 
re SRO: sascesiacde cgtseatee chs, omeaandicai ce» Gansta odd dages <at> 181,305 222,676 215,423 
NT enced adiices testa be nctacietes anseire ts nestdeshes - - 806 
I ish terested scam ees civic caay ooyasnaspuasdaantavishts snivesieles 25,674 192,237 143,748 
Diet casstascthisccris acd e Aachen tpnmpatintinnanitdokGre 205,848 392,431 180,985 
heather Of Colombiig -srsecisia ct iccisieiacacsadsnvccpsecicsossevsis 182,933 368,270 184,354 
IN Aho tise Lanna desgstidiic tod dpikaasaneh ain aaataeeded oo - 4.341 20,604 
TIS vcs niasnecnstntcanat east isdececti ls ielovevinasistieett nisnaves 2,764,858 5,873,151 3,291,463* 
MNS gnecskistenibtcs Pecsnccisansscinusssidasascancaccteemenaiems 5,394,270! 1,526,886? 659,990? 
NE hracrdestuns eeicadd-derteikstsietiasigesiasid oe Seite 2,629,412** 4,346,265 2,631,473 


* Includes 783,062 trade-dollars 
3 Includes 43,383 trade-dollars 


' Includes 228,264 trade-dollars 
** Excess of exports 


? Includes 288,137 trade-dollars 


U.S. Trade Dollar, 1876-S 


Comment: 
In the above table, it will be noted that "Canada" as such is not mentioned, but rather three sections: 
Maritimes, the massive central section and British Columbia. Since a trans-Canada railway did not as yet 
exist, British Columbia habitually used British and American silver coin (there was little call for anything 


under a 5¢ denomination). Much of this American coin was from the nearest source, the San Francisco 
Mint, and may have included silver dollars; the other sections rarely used them. This aside, the other 
importations are quite modest considering the relative populations, and may reflect only the needs of "U.S. 
Dollar accounts" in the border banks. 


Most surprising of all is the very low numbers for China. This was where a great number of the U.S. 
Trade dollars were used and we must assume that they arrived there through third-parties. Within a few 
years, practically al/ these Trade Dollars that still existed were in Chinese circulation as witness by the fact 
that to the present day, chopmarked dollars are quite common, un-chopmarked dollars quite scarce. Also 
surprising is the rather large importations by Britain; were companies there involved in the transshipment 
business to China and the Far East? 


The U.S. Trade Dollar was the American entry into the supply of silver bullion to the Far East, 
particularly China, and was first coined in 1873 at a weight synonymous with that of the coin that to date 
had held a near monopoly on such silver export: the Mexican 8-reales "dollar". For this reason, the Trade 
Dollar weighed 420-grains versus the 412’4-grains of the dollar circulating in the U.S. itself. But the silver 
dollar was not particularly popular in the U.S. and for a few years this domestic coin was discontinued, its 
place taken by the Trade Dollar when need be. This had unfortunate results. 


In its first year of issue (1873) the Trade Dollar was made legal tender in the U.S. for amounts up to 
$5.00 even though their main use was for commercial transactions with the Orient. But once outside the 
country, the Trade Dollar was bought and sold at its intrinsic value. At first, this was indeed close to a 
dollar but within a very few years, the price of silver bullion had dropped so that it became profitable to 
buy up these Dollars overseas and redeem them in the U.S. for full face. By 1881 (according to the table 
following under the equivalent "Mexican dollar"), bullion was only 89.4¢ U.S. 


By 1876, the U.S. government was coining only such Trade Dollars as were ordered for export and 
removed them from the legal tender list in the U.S. This, of course, occasioned great cries from Americans 
who had accepted these coins at face only to have them declared as so much bullion. Since the vast 
majority had wound up in China and since nearly every Chinese bank, merchant or exchange house through 
whose hands they passed had each stamped them with a "chopmark" guaranteeing the coin's weight and 
purity, it was decided that any Trade Dollars lacking a chopmark(s) would be considered as having been in 
U.S. circulation only and be redeemed at full face; chopmarked dollars would be considered as only so 
much silver bullion. 


In the table above, "Total Exports (to the U.S.)" of Trade Dollars may have been just such returns of un- 
chopmarked Dollars from overseas. 


1878 was the final year of Trade Dollar coinage in any quantity - although specimen proof Dollars for 
collectors were struck until 1885 (even though none of the fivel885 Dollars recorded as struck are known 
today). A total of 44,148 Trade Dollars were melted in mid-1878, quite possibly consisting of unissued coin 
and perhaps accounting for the relative rarity of the 1878-CC Trade Dollar. 


By the Bland-Allison Act of 28 February 1878, the domestic silver dollar was again resumed at its old 
lighter weight. No more popular in circulation than it ever was, it was forced on the government by the 
western "silver interests", requiring it to buy up quantities of silver every year for coining into new dollars, 
most of which slumbered in the Treasury vaults as backing for paper Silver Certificates. 


The U.S. wasn't the only one to have the "China Trade" affect its domestic coinage - it happened to the 
main producer, Mexico, as well. As of 1872, a new silver "Peso" appeared there of the same weight and 
fineness as the old 8-reales but with a new design. The old 8-reales continued to be struck in huge 
quantities by a number of Mexican mints right up until 1897 but after 1872, they were but "stamped 
bullion" in the mother country where it was not intended they circulate. With the drop in the price of silver, 
the new silver peso became a sort of token coinage under the Gold Standard with gold "10 Pesos" 
appearing as early as 1874. The disappearance of the old silver Mexican 8-reales coincides quite nicely 
with the rise of machine-struck coins in China and her constituent provinces. 


The British were latecomers in introducing their own Trade Dollars in a weight approximating the 
Mexican "dollar". The first did not appear until 1895 but appeared nearly annually until the First World 
War and sporadically after it until 1935. Most issues were coined in the Bombay and Calcutta Mints and 
the value shown in Chinese and Malay indicates its intended area of circulation. At no time was it other 


than a stamped piece of silver bullion, its value fluctuating with the Mexican dollar. 


* * 


(C) 


* * 


"Circular Estimating and Proclaiming, in United States of Account, the Values of the Standard Coins in 
Circulation of the Various Nations of the World. 


Estimate of Values of Foreign Coins. 


Country Monetary Unit Standard Value U.S. Money Standard Coin 
Austria Florin Silver 407 
Belgium Franc Gold and silver .193 5, 10, and 20 francs 
Bolivia Boliviano Silver 823 Boliviano 
Brazil Milreis of 1000 reis Gold 546 
Br. Possessions 

in North America Dollar Gold 1.00 
Chili Peso Gold and silver 912 Condor, doubloon, escudo 
Cuba Peso Gold and silver .932 1/16, 1/8, %, % and 1 doubloon 
Denmark Crown Gold .268 10 and 20 crowns 
Ecuador Peso Silver 823 Peso 
Egypt Piastre Gold 049 5, 10, 25, 50 and 100 piastres 
France Franc Gold and silver .193 5, 10 and 20 francs 
Great Britain Pound sterling Gold 4.866'2 ‘2 sovereign and sovereign 
Greece Drachma Gold and silver .193 5, 10,20, 50 and 100 drachmas 
German Empire Mark Gold .238 5, 10 and 20 marks 
India Rupee of 16 annas Silver 39 
Italy Lira Gold and silver 193 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 lire 
Japan Yen Silver 888 1,2,5,10 and 20 yen, gold and 

silver yen 
Liberia Dollar Gold 1.00 
Mexico Dollar Silver 894 Peso or dollar; 5, 10, 25, and 
50 centavos 

Netherlands Florin Gold and silver 402 
Norway Crown Gold .268 10 and 20 crowns 
Peru Sol Silver 823 Sol 
Portugal Milreis of 1000 reis Gold 1.08 2, 5 and 10 milreis 
Russia Rouble of 100 copecks Silver .658 “%, Y2 and | rouble 
Sandwich Islands Dollar Gold 1.00 
Spain Peseta of 100 centimes Gold and silver .193 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 pesetas 
Sweden Crown Gold 268 10 and 20 crowns 
Switzerland Franc Gold and silver .193 5, 10 and 20 francs 
Tripoli Mahbub of 20 piastres Silver .743 
Turkey Piaster Gold .044 25, 50, 100, 250, 500 piasters 
United States 

of Colombia Peso Silver 823 Peso 
Venezuela Bolivar Gold and silver 193 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 Bolivar 


Comment: 


Contained in the above exchange listing, there are three currency standards. Those having a value of 
19.3¢ U.S. are on the International Monetary Union standard - and this includes such countries as Spain 
and Venezuela who used the standard without becoming formal members; the same is true of some smaller 
countries not included here, such as Romania and Serbia. It will be noted that Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden all used a "crown" (actually a "krone") with a value of 26.8¢ U.S.; that was because they were all 
members of their own Scandinavian Monetary Union. 


There is only one listing for "German Empire", with its "mark" valued at 23.8¢ U.S. but this was 
actually yet another monetary union, the German Empire consisting of four kingdoms, six grand duchies, 
twelve duchies and principalities, three free cities and the autonomous region of Alsace-Lorrain, all under 
the leadership of Wilmelm I of Prussia as "kaiser". As early as 1857, there had been a partial alignment of 
the various major German currencies into the single "Vereinsthaler" and in 1871, this was completed by the 
adoption of the "mark", three of which were equal to the old Vereinsthaler. This whole unification, political 
and monetary, was bankrolled by the huge indemnity laid on France after her defeat in the Franco-Prussian 
War - a sum of just under one billion dollars U.S., in gold at a time when gold was worth only $20.67 per 
ounce! What's more, France fully paid it in record time in order to have German troops leave her soil. 


One last comment concerns the semi-neglect of listing Canada; presumably we are part of "British 
possessions in North America". From the list, the impression is given that we had a gold dollar - but of 
course we never did. Nevertheless the Canadian dollar was synonymous with the American gold dollar and 
such high-value coin as we used tended to be American gold, passing at face. Typically, Canadians used 
bank notes for large sums, a practice aided, abetted and even forced insofar as possible by the banks 
themselves. Actually, Newfoundland was the only one to have its own legal gold coin at the time in the 
form of the Two-dollar piece only. But since this colony valued the pound sterling at only $4.80 Nfld, this 
particular coin was actually worth about $2.02’ U.S. (yet is still part of these "British possessions"). 


* * * * 


Emanating from the highest, presumably most knowledgeable departments of the U.S. government, this 
annual report seems to show a certain lack of understanding of Canadian monetary affairs - and even as to 
who Canada was. 
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New Find 
Toronto, Ont. York County 


Car Dealer Token Fas vere ; 
The Home Of immaculate Cars / ea ee 
All Makes / Of New / And Used / pS SA pte omen 
Cars oe ene od 
I’m Worth/ $50 / On Any Car At / | sy Oni 
Hurtig Motors / 696 St. Clair, W. / 
LE. 6 -2365 
Different location and tel. # than 1048-AK-B A-R -32 
Contributed by Len Buth 


Frank Edward Sorensen passed away on January 8, 2007. Known throughout the numismatic world as 
“Frank Fesco” (a pseudonym adopted many years ago to shield his family from the risks involved in being 
known as a serious collector), this great Canadian leaves both a legacy and a void in the lives of all who 
knew him. 


Notes on my friend and mentor, Frank Sorensen (AKA Frank Fesco) 


When I reflect on Frank and his life, I tend to remember him in the following three contexts, each tied 
together by his enduring traits of humility, dedication and compassion. 


The Distinguished Veteran 

Captain Frank Sorensen (ret’d.) served his country in both World War II and Korea, first enlisting in the 
Royal Canadian Army Artillery [5" Fld Bty RCA (NP)] as a Bombardier in 1933. His long and 
distinguished career spanned two and a half decades and three continents; Frank retired from the army in 
1958 with the rank of Captain, 4 Div Sigs Regt. He seldom spoke to me of his war experience, except in the 
context of numerous anecdotes which planted the seeds of his life-long love of, and fascination with, 
Numismatics. Frank was the epitome of Canadian veterans — not one to dwell on the past, yet always front- 
and-center and contemplative whenever the occasion arose to salute and honor past comrades, both the fallen 
and surviving. He was a fixture at our National War Memorial each and every Remembrance Day, and he 
attracted respect. It always amazed me where Frank’s face would pop up — newspaper front pages - press 
photos, being respectfully acknowledged by the Prime Minister of the day — peering out from a televised 
parade of vintage military vehicles, etc. I even retrieved friends from the airport as recently as last summer, 
and was only half surprised to look up and see Frank during a Veteran’s Affairs message on the massive 
LCD screen that graces the wall of the grand new arrival hall. Frank’s quiet empathy for those he fought 
against struck me in our few conversations referencing the War. Obviously I did not know him in this earlier 
part of his life, but am pretty sure his military service came about more from a sense of duty than any quest 
for adventure. Several months ago Frank joined me at the store as we welcomed a senior air force officer 
(also retired) during a Snowbirds open-house. Although veterans of different campaigns, branches of 
service, and indeed generations — the sincere instilled respect with which Frank regarded our guest genuinely 
took me aback. “Old school” to some, but Frank, the officer, never retired from being a gentleman. 

With Frank’s passing, I believe we lose yet another link in the chain that connects us to the great men of our 


past. 


Frank the Humanitarian & Teacher 

Of Frank’s later career I know only that he retired after many years with the Bell Telephone company, during 
which he and Joyce raised their family. Sometime after retirement, Frank began volunteering his time 
teaching English to new immigrants, ultimately in preparation for their adoption of Canadian citizenship. | 
believe there are countless families who benefited from Frank’s generous gift of his time, patience and 
compassion. Not limited to “classroom” confines, Frank assisted many with the completion of beurocratic 
paperwork and regularly accompanied these individuals and their families to the Ceremony of Citizenship 
(indeed, I was delighted to unexpectedly bump into Frank when my wife Nana took her own Oath of 
Citizenship several years ago). I would subsequently learn that in addition to his time, it was not unusual for 
Frank to pass by the home of a struggling family of new immigrants with a bag of milk to help them get by. 
Quite aside from his endless willingness and pleasure in presenting topical discussions on the history of 
coins, Frank gave freely and generously of his time and advice in this manner without airs or pretense. | 
remember one especially poignant exchange he shared with me between himself and a person of Chinese 
origin he was tutoring. In expressing such gratitude and appreciation for his time and patience, Frank simply 
replied that he [Frank] had been somewhat responsible for the death of many of the student’s countrymen 
during the Korean War, and this was his small way of giving something back. 


In recent years Frank has had to curtail his tutoring activities due to failing health, yet even in his final weeks 
remained just a phone call (or email) away to those of us seeking advice in the field in which he will forever 


leave a lasting legacy — that of Numismatics. 


A “Humble Prince” of Numismatics 
I first met Frank when I was about 14 years old, while setting up a small coin & banknote display during 


“hobby weekend” at the Lincoln Fields shopping centre here in Ottawa. He also was setting up a display 
representing the City of Ottawa Coin Club, and encouraged me to become involved with the club and see 
what it was all about. It would take me many years to get to know Frank, but in hindsight thus began an 
informal “mentoring” that I would come to fully-appreciate in adulthood. It was Frank who brought me back 
into the club in the early 1990’s and encouraged me through clever passive persuasion to take the helm as 
president (which I did, for two terms). Previously phobic about public-speaking, I now credit this experience 
with allowing me to become at least semi-comfortable in speaking to groups on a subject that interests me. 

I understand Frank began his life-long passion for the collecting of coins in the 1950’s, and it is difficult to 
overstate his quiet impact on the hobby when one looks back on his accomplishments. Frank was a true 
‘“Numismatist” in the classical sense of the word. True, he amassed one of the largest, most diverse, most 
beautifully organized collections of coinage I have encountered in 18 years of being on the dealer-side of the 
counter — an accomplishment all the more remarkable on the “modest salary of a telephone-company 
employee”, as he would humbly tell me. But well beyond this actual collecting of coins, with which many of 
us identify, Frank was above all a researcher of coins — and in my opinion, one of the greatest we will have 
seen in our generation. Those of us close to Frank will be all too familiar with his endless notebooks of 
exquisite line-drawings of his “works-in-process”. He didn’t let trivial barriers like language get in the way 
of solving a good mystery. Long closest to his collecting heart, Frank studied Chinese at McGill University 
in order to feed his passion for Numismatics of the Far East. I further submit that he could interpret and 
attribute a medieval coin of the Islamic world better than most native Arabic speakers, due to both his self- 
taught grasp of written Arabic script (supported by classes at Ottawa’s Carleton University) and his hard- 
learned understanding of the artistic layouts of these legends as they were used on coinage. Hundred upon 
hundreds of scholarly papers emanated from the pen (or pencil) of Frank Fesco over a generation of 
collecting, countless of which almost single-handedly propped up the Journals of the COCC during “leaner” 
times. 

A Fellow of the Canadian Numismatic Research Society, Frank was also appointed an Honorary President of 
the City of Ottawa Coin Club on July 6, 2002, in recognition of his outstanding contributions and service to 
both the Club and numismatics. A lesser-known legacy is Frank’s co-editing of “Numismatic Ottawa” in 
1982 — a 137-page bound “anthology of articles from the C.O.C.C. Bulletin, published in honor of J. Douglas 
Ferguson for Coin Week Canada”. Indeed, Frank not only edited the papers of some of Canada’s most 
renowned numismatists, he actually knew many of these legends as his contemporaries. Persons such as 
Fred Bowman, Major Sheldon Carroll, Ruth McQuade, and J. Douglas Ferguson himself — all called Frank a 
colleague, and could likely add delightful notes to this eulogy, were they still with us today. 

Frank will be dearly missed by collectors, institutions, and chat-groups throughout the collecting world. 

The library of our National Currency Collection will long remember his clockwork Thursday visits, where he 
would conduct his scholarly research on behalf of his own curiosity or perhaps that of a fellow collector such 
as myself, whose coin he would always graciously add to his own list of “mysteries to solve” for the day. 
-The National Collection itself has long benefited from Frank’s counsel and contributions, and will likely 
continue to do so, even in his passing. 

News of Frank’s death may travel slowly for others, but will eventually reach his overseas friends — his 
mainland China colleague who bravely (and successfully!) sends delicate and ancient Chinese knife coinage 
by regular air-mail — or the leading Danish authority on 1771 Skillings whose collection (and subsequent 
published reference) benefited greatly from Frank’s 200+ piece die-study collection of the coin - to the chat- 
group of Islamic academics and coin enthusiasts to whom would occasionally be pitched a challenging and 
intellectually-provoking inquiry by this “humble, retired telephone-company employee” whom none in the 
group will have met in person. To Frank, every coin and every token carried equal importance (if not equal 
interest). A Gothic Crown warranted no greater admiration or attention from Frank than his fondly- 
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assembled collection of Italian telephone tokens, and “value” was far more an aesthetic & historical 
assessment to him than a monetary judgment. This, in my own view, is what clearly set Frank apart as a 
humble yet profoundly-accomplished “Prince of Numismatists”. 


As a final thought, I reflect on one of my favourite recent memories of Frank. Visiting our shop last summer 
during an open-house, my 10-year-old son Fenton helped him carry a package to his car. In the bustle of the 
day I hadn’t realized they subsequently disappeared together for half an hour. Only later did I learn that 
upon one look at the glistening Mississippi River which flows across the street from our store, up popped the 
trunk on his cherry red Toyota echo and out came his fishing rod. I can almost see the glisten in this 86- 
year-old’s eyes as he and my son took advantage of a fine opportunity on an even finer day to yank a few 
fish out of the water together. 


In summation — I believe I will continue to feel Frank’s presence through exposure to the legacy of his 
writings and his collection. Yet whether I think of him as colleague, friend or mentor (all of which he was to 
me), I join his family in saying he will be very dearly missed. 


Sean Isaacs 
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Advertiser offers free tokens: 


Our Token Gesture To You. 
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If you were a Courtesy Chrysler customer 
or are a valued Steele Chrysler customer 
looking for reliable service for your vehicle, 
Look no further. 
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— side of the New Bri ge and Just minutes make our customers happy. So why not 
from downtown Halifax. drop by, we are closer than you think. 
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Kempt Road & Livingstone St., Halifax 454-7341 1-888-343-7341 www.steeleauto.com 


— From: The Chronicle Herald - Halifax, N.S. | 


Sunday, March 20, 2005 


Who.W.as Lig hee 


By Eric Leighton 


Just over a year ago a conversation took place that brought into question who R. S. stood for 
on the Nova Scotia token catalogued by Breton as number 903. One party said it stood for 
Richard Sheppard, while the other gentleman stated his first name to be Robert. Nothing came of 
that particular talk, until the anniversary of the event came around, and the same two people 
came to the same table once more. I was one of the parties, and had been of the belief the man’s 
name was Richard, remembering something read in Breton. The very day of the second meeting 
I had purchased a copy of LeRoux. That notable writer had listed the same token as number 
1066 and attributed to Robert Shephard. We were both right, in a sense, as we each based our 
opinion on an established reference, but obviously, one of those early writers had gotten 
something mixed up. One might guess that I took up the challenge to find out. 


P. N. Breton published his IJ 
1894. He says this of the token: “Richard Shepheard i is a “a Halifax nae koeee and this Rieck 
was used in connection with the billiard room. ..(they were) issued in 1886...” 


Joseph LeRoux’s book, The Canadian Coin Cabinet, published in 1892, differed by naming 
the issuer Robert, and mis-spelling his last name as Shephard. He did not mention why the token 
was issued. It can be appreciated that Breton had come across some new information in the 
intervening two years. 


The § logu adi ney by J. E. Charlton in the 
1960's Eabpied Breton’ s seit that RS ee a hotel am that he issued the tokens in 1886, but 
he showed the man’s last name as “Sheppard.” 


McAlpine's Directories for Nova Scotia for the years in question produced the following: In 
1882 “Richard Sheppard” was a storekeeper, and remained in that occupation until about 1885 
when he took up running a Billiard Hall. I see no mention of a hotel. 
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HALIFAX. 


se $4, Yames Billing Bitiord Ball 


ENGLISH AND AMERICAN 


BILLIARD $ POOL TABLES. 


American Bowling Alleys, 


SHOOTING GALLERY. 
CHOICE WINES & LIQUORS. 


Finest Havana Senta. 


117 HOLLIS STREET, - Halifax, N.S. 
RI CHARD SHEPEARD, Proprietor. 


A half page advertisement served to announce the opening of Shepeard’s Billiard Hall. This 
appeared for the first time in McAlpines Nova Scotia Directory for the years 1884 — 1885. (Note 
subtle spelling difference.) 


Shepeard continued on with this enterprize for several years, at least until 1901. By 1907 he 
had sold his interest 
to Wm. Neville who is listed in the directory for that year as proprietor of the St. James Billiard 
Hall at the same location. 


The appellation of St. James may well have been what led the early writers to assume there 
was a hotel involved. In the absence of any hotel in Halifax by that name at the time, one is 
induced to write off that statement, but at the same time wonder why was it used? Some of his 
later advertisements in the Directory show two men playing billiards. During an admittedly brief 
net surf, I see on the web site for amfbilliards.com, the St. James Pool Table still available. 
Perhaps the “St. James” is a style or size of table. This may well be a carry over from the court 
of St. James in England where Charles II set the country off on a fashion craze when he imported 
a similar game from his exile in France where an outdoor game played with a mallet and balls on 
the green grass (like croquet) evolved into an indoor game played on a table with dia cloth. 
The stick became the queue (tail of the mallet) or cue. rATyPAx. 995 
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English asd American Billierd 
and Poo! Tables, 


From McAlpines Nova Scotia Directory 
for 1889 - 90. 
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RICHARD SHEPEARD, 
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Tokens of Glengarry County 
PART I: Glenga South 


Glengarry (south), Church of Scotland 

The Glengarry tokens were struck in the name of the Rev. John Bethune, who has been rightly 
called the Father of Presbyterianism in Ontario. A great deal could be written about him, but the 
following short essay will have to do here. John Bethune was a licentiate of the Church of 
Scotland when he emigrated from the Isle of Skye to North Carolina and there became chaplain 
of the Royal Militia Regiment. As the Regiment chose to remain loyal to Britain at the time of 
the revolution, Bethune and his companions made their way north to Nova Scotia, where he was 
chaplain of the Royal Highland Emigrants Regiment. In 1786, Bethune went to Montreal and 
organized the first Presbyterian congregation in that city, St. Gabriel Street Church. The 
following year, he took his family to Glengarry county where he began ministry to the Gaelic 
speaking highlanders who had settled there. He ministered in Glengarry for 28 years, baptizing 
an average of almost 100 people per year. He lived first of all somewhere along the St. Lawrence, 
travelling to his people largely by water. In 1804 he purchased a house in Williamstown, and 
conducted his ministry from there for the next eleven years. 

John Bethune’s congregation was the entire south of the county, and included the towns of 
Williamstown, Martintown, Charlottenburgh (now Summerstown), Cornwall and Lancaster. 
These were considered one church, and all gatherings of Presbyterians in these areas used these 
tokens. Thus the tokens should not be listed under Williamstown as in several references, but as 
Glengarry or Glengarry South. It should be noted that in the early days of settlement, 
Presbyterians from the north of the county, those in Lochiel and Kenyon townships and the 
Indian Lands, would travel south to join in communion services with Bethune’s people, and so 
also may have held these tokens. John Bethune’s ministry in Glengarry continued until his death 
in 1815. 

Today: Many congregations are descended from the ministry of John Bethune including the 
following: South Lancaster, Presbyterian Church in Canada, and Lancaster, St. Andrew’s, 
United Church of Canada; also see Cornwall, McMartin’s Mills, and Williamstown below. 


The Bethune tokens. 
This is the earliest dated token in Canada outside Nova Scotia. I have seen several of these 


tokens and have come to the conclusion that there are four major varieties. The first is of thin 
lead without a rim, the second a token of thicker lead and also without a rim, the third a bit larger 
and of thicker lead with a thin rim, and the fourth larger yet, of thicker lead, and with a heavier 
and pronounced rim. All are approximately round. 

With the first few I saw, I was peering closely at them trying to discern a rim and only guessing 
that there just might be a rim on some. However, coming across the third and fourth tokens listed 
below proved to me that the rim is not something you need a magnifying glass to see. 

The fact that these tokens were used through 21 years from the date on the tokens until the date 
of Bethune’s death gives ample reason for several strikings to have been made. Further, the 
tokens were used well beyond his death in some locations, which is the reason for the wear that 
is normal for the tokens. Of the tokens in my collection, the fourth example has the least wear on 
the wording, likely due to the pronounced rim. 

Note: the spelling “Glengary” is not an error; early on, the county’s name was spelled in official 
documents both ways, with either one or two r’s. 


Bethune type | (no rim) 
obv. - Revd. John / Bethune - / Glengary / 1794 (in script, the d of Revd above the 
period) 
rev. - blank 
dimensions: 


ae 


horizontal: 28.5 mm ‘Ku S, Bm 


vertical: 28.9 mm 
thickness: 1.0 mm B 
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shape: round 17 94 
Bethune type 2 (no rim) 
obv. - Revd. John / Bethune - / Glengary / 1794 (in script, the d of Revd above the 
period) 
rev. - blank 
dimensions: 


horizontal: 29.5 mm 
vertical: 29.3 mm 
thickness: 1.7 g 
weight: 10.0 g 
alignment: uniface 


shape: round 


Bethune type 3 (thin rim) 
obv. - Revd. John / Bethune - / Glengary / 1794 (in script, the d of Revd above the 
period) 
rev. - blank 
dimensions: 
horizontal: 30.8 mm 
vertical: 30.8 mm 
thickness: 1.5 mm 
weight: 8.9 g 
alignment: uniface 
shape: round 


Bethune type 4 (thick rim) 
obv. - Revd. John / Bethune - / Glengary / 1794 (in script, the d of Revd above the 
period) , 
rev. - blank 
dimensions: 
horizontal: 33.3 mm 
vertical: 32.5 mm 
thickness: 1.6 mm 
weight: 10.2 g 
alignment: uniface 
shape: round 


Cornwall, Church of Scotland 

In the 1787, the Rev. John Bethune began ministry in Glengarry and his journeys took him to 
New Johnstown, now Cornwall. A meeting house for Presbyterians, the first church building in 
Cornwall, appears to have been built that year. Following the death of Bethune in 1815, the 
“Scotch Church” was served by two schoolmasters until the arrival of the Rev. Dr. Hugh 
Urquhart in 1827. A new building was completed the year before Dr. Urquhart’s arrival. A Kirk 
Session was formed in 1827 and the first Communion service was held in July of that year with 
tokens being distributed to 113 persons. It is believed that these were the Bethune tokens as the 


aa 


distinctive St. John’s tokens were not introduced until 1843. In 1831 the congregation took the 
name St. John’s. Dr. Urquhart served in Cornwall until his death in 1871. The congregation 
joined in the Presbyterian union of 1875 under the ministry of the Rev. Neil MacNish, called by 
Principal MacVicar of Presbyterian College Montreal “the most distinguished Gaelic scholar on 
the American continent.” 

St. John’s vigorously opposed the Union of 1925, voting 330-32 to remain Presbyterian, and 
welcomed 125 new members in that same year. 

Today: Cornwall, St. John’s, Presbyterian Church in Canada 


The Cornwall tokens: 
Charlton lists a lead token of this type, but I have researched a good number of these tokens in 


museum and private collections, and have yet to find one made of lead. Ifa reader can attest to a 
lead token, I would be interested to hear about it. There are many examples of the token in white 
metal (which is the metal type mentioned in the church records), and of aluminum, clearly of 
20th century make since aluminum was not cheaply made until the first decade of that century. 
The white metal tokens, first struck in 1843, saw some 65 years of use with perhaps several 
strikings during that time, though there is no noticeable difference if this is the case. The first 
issue of aluminum tokens is likely the issue referred to in church records in 1908. These were 
made from the original dies. A second issue of aluminum tokens, struck in 1921, is the token 
listed in Bowman’s book as number 65. The dies for this token differ from the original in the size 
of the letters on both sides. Note the obverse wording in relation to the name of H. Urquhart, 
along with noticeable differences in the chalice and loaf on the reverse. Also there is no period 
after the date on the obverse and after SCOTLAND on the reverse. It has been suggested that 
these were made when the original dies were temporarily misplaced. 

Since that time, aluminum tokens, struck from the original dies, have been regularly made for use 
at St. John’s Church. One issue, number five below, is noticeably thicker, and the most recent 
striking, number six below, is from the year 1986 and is chrome plated. Three hundred tokens 
were struck in that year and are used at every Communion service. While the white metal tokens 
and the striking of 1921 all appear to be struck with medal alignment, the other aluminum tokens 
have varying die axes. 

For current communions, cards are taken to the people by the elders. When communicants arrive 
at the church on Communion Sunday, the cards are exchanged for metal tokens. At the beginning 
of Communion, the elders collect the tokens and Communion is served. (This keeps the old 
tradition while ensuring that the supply of metal tokens does not decline in numbers too quickly.) 


Cornwall type 1, lead - does this exist? 


Cornwall type 2, white metal 
obv. - ST. JOHNS CHURCH / THE REV. / H. URQUHART / 1827. / CORNWALL. 
rev. - INCONNEXION WITH / chalice / THIS DO / IN REMEMBRANCE / OF ME / 


dimensions: 
horizontal: 34.9 mm 
vertical: 35.0 mm 
thickness: 2.8 mm 
weight: 14.4 g 
alignment: medal 
shape: round 


Cornwall type 3, aluminum, original dies, issue of 1908 
obv. - ST. JOHNS CHURCH / THE REV. / H. URQUHART / 1827. / CORNWALL. 
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rev. - INCONNEXION WITH / chalice / THIS DO / INREMEMBRANCE / OF ME / 
loaf / THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
dimensions: 
horizontal: 34.9 mm 
vertical: 34.9 mm 
thickness: 3.4 mm 
weight: 6.6 g 
alignment: medal 
shape: round 


Cornwall type 4, aluminum, different dies, issue of 1921 
obv. - ST. JOHNS CHURCH / THE REV. / H. URQUHART / 1827 / CORNWALL. 
rev. - INCONNEXION WITH / chalice / THIS DO / INREMEMBRANCE / 

OF ME / loaf / THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
dimensions: Pe 
horizontal: 35.0 mm HBS 
vertical: 35.0 mm (ay 

thickness: 3.1 mm 

weight: 6.5 g : ; 

alignment: medal Wa en 

shape: round X?> a 


Cornwall type 5, aluminum, original dies, 1940’s (7?) 
obv. - ST. JOHNS CHURCH / THE REV. / H. URQUHART / 1827. / CORNWALL. 
rev. - INCONNEXION WITH / chalice / THIS DO / IN REMEMBRANCE / OF ME / 

loaf / THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

dimensions: 

horizontal: 34.9 mm 

vertical: 34.9 mm 

thickness: 4.0 mm 

weight: 9.8 g 

alignment: various 

shape: round 


Cornwall type 6, aluminum, original dies, chrome plated, issue of 1986 
obv. - ST. JOHNS CHURCH / THE REV. / H. URQUHART / 1827. / CORNWALL. 
rev. - INCONNEXION WITH / chalice / THIS DO / IN REMEMBRANCE / OF ME / 
loaf / THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
dimensions: 
horizontal: 35.2 mm 
vertical: 35.2 mm 
thickness: 3.9 mm 
weight: 10.3 g 
alignment: medal 
shape: round 


MecMartin’s Mills, Church of Scotland 

From the time of his arrival in 1787, John Bethune counted the area around the present 
Martintown as part of his parish. The town’s first name was McMartin’s Mills, as the proprietor 
for many of the mills in the area was one Malcolm McMartin. Presumably the people of the area 
met in homes, a church building not being used until 1811. The first church in the area was a 


ee 


Congregational church, built in 1804. It was this same building which the Presbyterians bought 
seven years later, when the Congregational minister, the Rev. James Reid, left without someone 
to succeed him. The war of 1812 caused some problems in the area at first, but the congregation 
was strengthened before Bethune’s death in 1815. 

A vacancy of four years ended with the call to the Rev. Alexander Fletcher in 1819. He remained 
until 1824. Another two years passed before the arrival of the Rev. Archibald Connell. Mr 
Connell preached the morning service in Gaelic and the afternoon in English, and by 1828 the 
congregation numbered 1,300. Mr. Connell remained minister until his death in 1836 at the age 
of 47. He was followed by the Rev. Daniel Clark who served Martintown and the Indian Lands 
parish. He became minister of Indian Lands alone in 1839. 

During the ministry of the Rev. John McLaurin, 1840 - 1855, the Free Church was formed in 
Scotland, but there was no interest in following suit in Martintown. The Rev. Peter McVicar was 
minister from 1856-1859, and then the Rev. James Mair came in 1860 and remained until 1868. 
The Rev. John Burnet stayed for 28 years and saw the congregation into the union of 
Presbyterians in 1875. In 1906 the congregation joined with the other congregation in the area, 
Burns Presbyterian Church, and in 1925 the congregation voted 154-114 to enter the United 
Church. Those who opposed union formed a continuing St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. 
Today: Martintown, St. Andrew’s, United Church of Canada, and Martintown, St. Andrew’s, 
Presbyterian Church in Canada 


The Martintown token 

While part of the Glengarry charge, Martintown used the Bethune tokens. The token for 
McMartin’s Mills dates from 1825 when the congregation went on its own. It was also used in 
the Indian Lands parish until that congregatior. separated off in 1839. 


McMartin’s Mills (1825) 
obv. - at/ McMartins / Mills (in script) 
rev. - blank 

dimensions: 

horizontal: 28.8 mm 
vertical: 29.4 mm 
thickness: 2.4 mm 
weight: 12.8 g 
alignment: uniface 
shape: square 


Williamstown, Church of Scotland 

Williamstown’s first church was built in 1787, an unpretentious log building with planks across 
blocks of wood serving as the pews. In 1806 a bell was donated to the church by the Scottish 
explorer Sir Alexander MacKenzie, a friend of Bethune’s, for whom the MacKenzie river is 
named. A stone church was soon after completed, but this was damaged by heavy snow in 1809, 
resulting in a new church which was built in 1812, the building still occupied by the 
congregation today. After Bethune’s death in 1815 (though the Session minutes in Williamstown 
include his apparent signature in 1816, the year of his death is confirmed by historical records), 
there was a vacancy of three years. The Rev. John McKenzie, fluent in Gaelic and English, was 
called in 1818 and offered a yearly sum of “two hundred pounds, Halifax currency”. He 
remained a minister in Williamstown for thirty-six years. One year after his death, in 1856, the 
Rev. Peter Watson was called and ordained. He remained as minister for forty-seven years. His 
ministry was marked by his opposition to the union of Presbyterians in 1875 and his insistence 
that the congregation remain part of the Church of Scotland. A split resulted and he led a 
congregation that met in the Temperance Hall for the remainder of his ministry. There were now 
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three Presbyterian churches in Williamstown: Hephzibah, a Free Church congregation founded in 
1843, St. Andrew’s, and Mr. Watson’s congregation. In 1925 the congregation voted 121-57 to 
join the United Church of Canada. The minority joined with Hephzibah Presbyterian Church 
which remained a congregation until it was dissolved in 1963. 

Today: Williamstown, St. Andrew’s, United Church of Canada 


The Willi wn tokens: 
The Bethune token was used in Williamstown after his death and through the ministry of John 


McKenzie. It was at the beginning of the ministry of the Rev. Peter Watson that the firrst token 
below was struck for use. The white metal token was used for many years before the 
congregation turned to Communion cards. In the year 2001, St, Andrew’s United Church began 
to model its Communion practice after that of St. John’s Cornwall. Communion cards are 
delivered by the elders to the congregation, who then exchange the cards at the service of 
worship for metal tokens, which are then turned in at the table for the Lord’s supper. For this 
purpose, re-strikes of the 1857 token were made in antiqued pewter. The tokens are different 
from the originals in the following ways: as pewter tokens, they can be easily bent by hand; and, 
they have a mottled field rather than a plain field. These are not commemoratives, but tokens 
used by the congregation today. This is the only United Church congregation known to have 
struck metal tokens of any type. 


Williamstown, type 1, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, white metal (1857) 

obv. - WILLIAMSTOWN / CHURCH 

rev. - THIS DO IN / REMEMBRANCE / OF ME. / BUT LET A MAN / 
EXAMINE / HIMSELF. 

dimensions: 

horizontal: 26.6 mm 

vertical: 21.3 mm 

thickness: 1.8 mm 

weight: 5.1 g 

alignment: uniface 

shape: rectangular, clipped corners 


Fa TWIS DOIN 


Williamstown, type 2, St. Andrew’s United Church, pewter re-strike (2001) 
obv. - WILLIAMSTOWN / CHURCH 
rev. - THIS DO IN / REMEMBRANCE / OF ME. / BUT LET A MAN / 
EXAMINE / HIMSELF. 
dimensions: 
horizontal: 25.8 mm 
vertical: 20.7 mm 
thickness: 1.5 mm 
weight: 3.6 g 
alignment: uniface 
shape: rectangular, clipped corners 
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The Municipal Achievement Award of Greater Victoria 
by Ronald Greene 


Today, Greater Victoria is over-governed with thirteen independent municipalities each 
of which zealously guards its own rights and privileges. In addition there is a Capital Regional 
District. From time to time the “A” word, Amalgamation, raises its head, but there is always 
some politician who jumps in to lead the anti-amalgamation forces, which to date have prevailed. 
The four oldest municipalities, often referred to as the “core” municipalities are Victoria, 
Saanich, Oak Bay and Esquimalt. Surprisingly there have been a few instances of co-operation 
between the municipalities and the medal described in this article was the outcome of one of 
these efforts of co-operation. 

A Greater Victoria Intermunicipal Committee was formed which was “hosted” by each of 
the participating municipalities in turn. The host handled the administration for the committee 
In 1965 the question of a Greater Victoria medal arose at one of the committee’s meetings in the 
form of a request for some form of recognition for those groups which had achieved outstanding 
success at a national level.' According to Hugh Curtis, then Mayor of Saanich, the medal came 
about from the frustration of not having some suitable means to honour groups winning some 
event or bringing honour to Greater Victoria. Dinners to honour such people were expensive and 
forgotten the next day.” The City of Victoria was then the “host” and obtained a quotation from 
Canadian Artistic Dies Inc. (Lombardo). Prices were quoted for silver and gold plated medals as 
follows: 


100 only medals $4.00 each 

500 only medals $1.20 each 
1,000 only medals $1.00 each 
2,000 only medals $ .75 each? 


On May 17", 1966 the question of a small medal again was considered by the Committee 
“for presentation to winners of Sports Awards” which was somewhat more restricted in purpose 
from the original proposal. It was recommended that such a medal be obtained. This 
recommendation went to each council of the four “core” municipalities. Further discussion in 
June expanded the purpose of the medal as an award to anyone bringing honour to this area not 
only in the field of sports but in other forms of endeavour. Minutes 66-58 provided the 
following Action 

“The Committee resolved that it is recommended to the respective Councils that the 

medallion as approved by all the Municipal Councils be adopted; that 500 of these 
medallions be ordered for presentation to any person or persons in the Greater Victoria 
Area who have won recognition for an outstanding achievement in any endeavour; that 
these medallions be awarded with the approval of this Committee; and that all costs 
therein for the securing of this medallion be shared on the usual Intermunicipal cost- 
sharing formula.” 

The medals were duly ordered, although by this time the four core municipalities had 
been joined by a fifth municipality, Central Saanich, so that the medal bore the names of five 
municipalities. On April 11, 1967, 480 gold plated medals were shipped by Canadian Artistic 
Dies. The first award of the medal that the author could find was August 19, 1967 when Bob 
McLaren received one from the Reeve of Oak Bay for winning the bronze medal in the 440 
Hurdles at the Pan American Games held at Winnipeg that year. Two days later the Saanich 
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Mayor awarded one to Mrs. Keith Vinden, the top paraplegic athlete at the same games. In 
October 1967, 42 medals were awarded to the Victoria Boys Band. By 1979 the first order was 
almost exhausted and a second order of medals was received. However, these were in an antique 
matte finish. In May 1979 the Victoria “Y” Volleyball Club, which I coached, won the Canadian 
Juvenile Championships (under 18 years). Our club received 15 medals. I received the last of 
the first order, while my players received medals from the new order. The medals were 
“charged” against each municipality depending upon where the recipient lived. 

The award was discontinued c. 1988 when Central Saanich dropped off the 
Intermunicipal Committee. 


The first medal The second medal 
Gold plated, 40 mm Matte bronze, 40 mm 


There is an error variety, known in gold plate and in bright copper. The Saanich of 
Central Saanich is mis-spelled as Saainch. These were probably produced at the time of the 
original order as they have the same bright finish as that order. A few of these error pieces 
turned up in the early 1970’s. 


' Letter from Dennis A. Young, Municipal Manager, City of Victoria, to JH. Bramley, Comptroller-Treasurer, City 
of Victoria 

? Interview, May 26, 1969 

> Letter from Canadian Artistic Dies Inc., August a4" 1965 
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David Murray and the Atlantic Cafe’ 
Victoria, B.C. 


Ronald Greene 


V1960a V1960b V1960c 
A:R:21% A:R:30% A:R:21% 


“Big Dave” Murray was born May 25, 1863 in Scotland, in Kincardine by the Firth of 
Forth. At the turn of the century he came out to Victoria and when he became established he 
sent for his sweetheart, Margaret “Maggie” Rodger, who was fifteen years his younger. Upon 
her arrival in December 1904 they were married.” The union resulted in four daughters, one of 
whom, Lillian, died in infancy. . 


By 1902 Murray and James Hogg were running the Adelphi Saloon which was located at 
Government and Yates Street. The liquor licence was transferred to David Murray from Messrs 
Chaffee and Freeman who had held it only six months although the saloon had been in existence 
in 1889 when the City of Victoria licence registers were first established. Murray held the 
Adelphi licence until the end of 1907 when he did not renew it and the Adelphi Saloon ceased to 
exist. Some months earlier, in March 1907, he had purchased the licence for the London Hotel at 
629 Johnson Street (south east corner of Broad Street) from Joseph Patrick Byme, renaming the 
business the Atlantic Hotel. The Atlantic Cafe was in the same building, and Murray took it over 
c. 1910. The Atlantic Cafe was operated under various managers. “Big Dave” ran the hotel and 
saloon until prohibition came into force on October 1, 1917 and the hotel several years after that. 
However, running a hotel without a liquor licence was a marginal business in those times and 
Murray went broke, partly because he put his bills in the hands of a bill-collector who managed 
to collect on them and promptly abscond with Murray’s money. After this Murray left the hotel 
and moved to his farm at Strawberry Vale (Burnside Road). It was there, in the house named 
“Brae Head” that he lived until his death February 18, 1936.° 


David Murray obtained his nickname from his great weight. Even in his later years when 
he had thinned down considerably he weighed 250 lb. Despite being a saloon owner, in many 
ways he was quite strait-laced — for instance he would not let his wife in the saloon during 
business hours. His driving would cause alarm today. He owned a model “‘T” Ford and he 
would set the gas at 27 mph on his way home and come hell or high water he kept going at that 
setting. As would befit his Scots origin, David Murray was an ardent member of the St. 
Andrews and Caledonian Society. His death occurred in the middle of a poker game. It was said 
that his canary died on loneliness following his death and they were buried together.* 
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Aluminum tokens in the denominations of 5 and 10 cents are known. It is possible that 
there were larger denominations used as well but none have come to light over the years. Other 
places in Victoria, the Kaiserhof (5, 10, 25 and 50 cents), the Canada Bar (5, 10, 25 and 50 
cents), and the Cafe Mona (25 cents, through 45 cents) all issued a series of denominations. It is 
also possible that the Atlantic Cafe tokens were used in conjunction with a meal plan for people 
taking room and board at the hotel. The existence of two varieties of the 5 cent token would 
indicate two orders were made, suggesting that the tokens were used over a period of time. One 
of the 5 cent varieties (V1960a) has ornaments at 3 and 9 o’clock, and a circle of beads, while 
the second variety (V1960c) is missing these features. Surviving tokens are rare. 


' An article on this issuer first appeared in The Transactions in 1965, p. 50 with an update in 1967, p. 62, but new 
information has become available. Since few readers are likely to have read the original articles we have updated 
the article. 

2 British Columbia Archives, GR2962, Marriage Registration 04-09-012884, microfilm B11368 

> British Columbia Archives, GR2951, Death Registration 36-09-510711, microfilm B13155 

* Interview with David Murray’s daughter, Margaret Charlebois, July 5, 1964 
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“PORT ‘HORE, ONT. enve.lopes sent in by John 

Cheramy. Tlote that the lower 
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their own. 
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A Controversial WELLINGTON Listing 


Breton 987 ~ Courteau 11 ~ Willey 508 ~ Charlton WE-11A7 


By M. H. Kyle 


It is all about a Button and a Leaf, the Charlton ( Canadian Colonial Tokens) listing states this token has nine 
leaves and without a coat button. The listing of R.C. Willey #508 ( found in back issues of The Canadian 
Numismatic Journals.) also states nine leaves and no button, with a weight of 84 grains, the Rev. with small 
lettering and a weak “J” in BADAJOZ. the listing by Dr. Eugene G. Courteau ( this listing can be found in 
The Canadian Coin Cabinet starting on page 566, The Wellington Tokens Relating To Canada.) states 10 
leaves with an Obv. similar to his #10 which also is without a coat button or not enough to qualify as a button. 


This token is found with 10 leaves and a coat button, however not always with a bold coat button. In an 
attempt to resolve these discrepancies, the following information is submitted. 


The 10 leaves on well struck pieces are quite evident although there is some overlapping that may 
confuse, the button is quite a different matter. The confusion seems to have started with Courteau’s 
listing. 


10 Obv. Similar but without button on coat. 


11. Obv.. Similar, ( presumable to his #10 above listed ) but of entirely different workmanship, being 
much inferior, and the letters smaller. Brass. Thin flan. Edge plain. Ten leaves. 


The #11 example shown in the Courteau article above mentioned does look to have a button, this button 
my not have been bold enough to warrant mention or is an oversight in publication, the word Similar and 
that there is no specific mention of a button suggests no button. On the early example shown in this article 
the Rev. has bold lettering in BADAJOZ unlike later issues, however the button on the Obv. is weak... 
perhaps this would account for the non mention of the button. ( 95.2 grains ) 


Willey 508_ A smaller bust ( referring to his 507-Corteau 10 ) of inferior style, laureated with nine 
leaves, The coat has no button. The legends are in small lettering. Rx. The legends are in smaller 
lettering, with a weak J in BADAJOZ. Courteau 11W. Brass 84 grains. Rarity 6. 


This listing of no button and nine leaves suggests that Willey may have been looking at very worn 
example, he states this piece weight is 84 grains, a full 10 grains lighter than the early illustration listed 
and another with a weak Obv. and Rev. at 92.5 grains, ( not shown ) also a much later issue with both AJ 
in BADAJOZ missing with a very bold Obv. button at 94.6 grains. This late state piece with a bold Obv. 
button suggests an upgrade to the Obv. late in life. 


Chariton WE-11A7 ~ this listing seems to be a continuation of the Willey listing. W 508 but in variance 
with Courteau’s 10 leaf variety. Co. 11W 


This Wellington token could be listed as having both a bold and a weak coat button as well as 10 leaves. 


Willey mentions in his listing that there are other forgeries of even poorer workmanship, these items I 
have not seen . 


Pn 


Courteau 11 


Early ©. JT ANAY18}2 =. 
issue 2 BADASOZ Sy 
weak Sls Apnyr 2.139107 
button _ A 
bold Rev. 1g 
lettering 7 


There are two overlapping 
leaves above and to the right 
of the eye. 

On a worn example they 
are probably thought to a 
single leaf. 

This is probably the 
elusive tenth leaf. 


Late 
issue 
bold button 
weak 
Rey. 
lettering 
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Ford City Ontario Tokens by Larry Laevens Catc#406 


Ford City developed out of a French Parish 
Notre Dame du Lac in 1884.Because of 
the Ford Motor company it became a boom 
town.By 1913 it wasincorporated as 
the Town of Ford City, but only lasted 
until 1935,when it was joined to 
the City Of windsor. two Tokens are 
known for this town.Ford City Beach 
and the Green Brothers Bakers token. 
Both are made of aluminium. The Beach 
token 35 mm and incuse. 

The Green Bros token is 27mm. 

The small picture is of when it was Ford 
City Beach and the post card _is when 
it was: known as windsor Bathing Beach. 
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The “Who Did It Club” Token of Simcoe, Ontario 
by Larry Laevens 


©%s Veteran and Community Service Club provides short term supply of medical equipment free 
of charge, eg: wheelchairs, commodes, walkers, canes, crutches etc. 


The Who Did It Club Stag sponsors a BBQ annual fundraiser in Simcoe. In this way the 
Club can provide wheelchairs, crutches and other medical support materials for those requiring those 
medical assists. 


It is an exciting evening of talk, games and an all-you-can-eat superb meal of roasted beef 
and pork supplemented with a bountiful choice of side dishes including the hottest horse radish in 
the world! 


When you present your ticket at the receiving table you were given a ticket with a number 
from 1 to 650 on it. When the meals were being served, an announcer would call for numbers 0 to 
50, then 51 to 100 etc as the line would move through quickly. 


This allowed you to sit and talk to the point just before it was your turn to get your food. If 
you were still working on your pre-meal refreshment or involved in an interesting discussion you 
could quickly trade your number with one later in the process. 


This annual BBQ is restricted to 650 males so this is one of the hottest tickets in Norfolk 
County every year. A couples BBQ is scheduled for the middle of August. 
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New Variety Dominion Exhibition Brandon Manitoba 
by Larry Laevens 


@,” 1913, Brandon was bestowed with the honour of hosting the Dominion Exhibition. This was 
a national exhibition sponsored by the federal government. It was held in a different city every year. 
There were several cities vying for the 1913 Dominion Exhibition, but it was Brandon that impressed 
the sponsors the most. With the government funds received for this honour, the Board of Directors 
supervised the building of a new grandstand, display buildings, and race track, as well as the general 
expansion and improvements to the fairgrounds. 


A series of medals and tokens were issued, each one using a common “obverse” and similar 
“reverse”. On the reverse, the top half was a common theme of the Exhibition Grandstand. The 
bottom half was used by some merchants as an advertising medium or a “Good For’. There are 1 | 
such pieces listed in Trade and Advertising Tokens of Manitoba by Donald Stewart, 1969. The token 
pictured here is one not listed. 


It is “Good For A Hearty Welcome At Dominion Fair’. On the very lowest part of the 
obverse is “GREENDUCK CO C-I”, the manufacturer of the tokens. The Green Duck Metal Stamp 
Co was located at 1520 West Montana, Chicago Illinois. I believe that it was in business from 1906 
until the 1960s or early 70s. They made election pins, regalia, the spoons for the century of progress. 
Fraternity medals etc. etc. 
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Kingsville Stores & Tokens 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 
Ohe village of Kingsville, Ontario occupies an attractive and advantageous situation on as pleasant 


high plain about a mile from the shore of Lake Erie in Gosfield Township of Essex County. The 
village was named for James King, its founder who built the first house on the main crossing. 


In 1846, Lewis Jasperson, formerly a manager of a lumber supply camp, opened a general 
store at the main corner. A blacksmith shop and hotel were already operating. In 1849 Jasperson 
sold the store to Felix Lafferty who in turn sold it to Alexander McDonald. Felix Lafferty became 
Kingsville’s first postmaster in 1852 and McDonald the second form 1856 until 1861. 


James Flood had a general store in 1853. He sold to Leonard Nightingale. By 1857 there 
were three general merchants; James Elliott, Leonard Nightingale and Alexander McDonald. 


Lumbering and farming kept the hamlet thriving in the early years. 


By the 1860s, Kingsville had a population of 500 with five general merchants. In 1867, 
Kingsville was established as a lakeport. 


A number of mills, carriage factories and other industries were established by 1881 and the 
population had doubled to 1000. 


It was incorporated as a village in 1878. In the 1890s the Grenville Block, one of the first 
store and office buildings was erected. 


During the 1890s, there were several merchants in Kingsville who were eventually to make 
use of tokens in conjunction with their businesses. These were: 


E.O Scratch, Boots & Shoes. 

M.G. Brethour, Groceries, China Etc. 

The C. W., Hendershott Co. The One Price Store. 
C. A. Quick, The Big Corner Store. 

T. Salmoni, General Merchant. 

John Cooper & Son, Bakery 

Imperial Canning Co. 


and much later the Kingsville Dairy Limited was to uses tokens probably in the 1940s or 1950s. 

The Scratch name was well-known in the business section of Kingsville’s history. In the 
1890 Farmers’ and Business Directory for the Counties of Elgin, Essex and Kent, a Buslaugh & 
Scratch were listed as general merchants. A partnership consisting of Black & Scratch was listed 
as fish merchants. H.R. Scratch was selling stoves and tinware and E.O. Scratch had started his 
Boots & Shoes business in 1889. He was in the Conklin Block. 


Michael G. Brethour is first listed in the directory of 1893 as a grocer and by 1895 Cowan 
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& Quick were operating a general store. In the November 2nd, 1899 issue of the Kingsville 
Reporter, a dissolution sale was advertised, the entire stock of Cowan & Quick to be sold. The sale 
was to commence November 4th and carry on until December 31st, 1899. By 1900, Charles A. 
Quick was operating his general store which was known as “The Big Corner Store”. This store was 
still operating in 1922 under the name of Charlie Quick & Son. 


C.W. Hendershott was operating his general merchandising business in the Grenville & 
Wigle Blocks in 1896. His business was known as “The One Price House”. The August 24th, 1899 
issue of the Kingsville Reporter had an ad stating that the One Price House was having a “Clearing 
Out Sale”, the clothing and men’s furnishings being disposed of to Paul Hendershott, who will take 
over the business on September Ist 1899. This firm was selling clothing manufactured by the W.E. 
Sandford Co. of Hamilton, Ontario, the well-known head office of the Oak Hall Clothing Company. 


Whether this change of ownership came about or was just short-lived is hard to say. C.W. 
Henershott was still advertising in September of 1899 but Paul D. was listed in the gents’ furnishing 
business in the directory for 1900. By 1902 the directory again lists the business as a general store 
under the name of C. W. Hendershott. It was still listed under the ownership of C.W. Hendershott 
in 1922. 


Although the first mention of T.J. Salmoni in the directories appeared in 1900, he apparently 
started his grocery business in 1894. T.J. Salmoni was one of the first telephone subscribers in 
Kingsville being listed in the 1899 Telephone Directory for South Western Ontario with the phone 
number of 18. T.J. Salmoni became the 5th mayor of Kingsville sometime after it achieved town 
status in 1901. 


John Cooper is first listed as a baker in 1900. 


Several of the businessmen are still listed in Vernon’s Farmers’ and Business Directory for 
the couties of Essex, Kent and Lambton in the year 1922. 


M.G. Brethour is now listsed as being in the real estate and insurance business. H.J. Cooper 
is listed as a baker and is likely the son of John Cooper, mentioned on the bakery token. C.W. 
Hendershott, T.J. Salmoni and E.O. Scratch were all still operating their businesses at that time. T.J. 
Salmoni’s store was still operating under that name on the south side of Main Street as late as 1952. 


The Imperial Canning Company was in business at least as early as 1892, closing in 1915 and 
re-opening in 1930 as the Canadian Canners Ltd. This business ceased in 1968. 


The Tokens: 

M.G. Brethour / Groceries, / China, / Shoes, / Kingsville, Ont. 
Good For / $100 / In / Merchandise A-R-30 
Good For / 50¢ / In Merchandise A-R-28 
Good For / 25¢ / In Merchandise A-R-24 
Good For / 10¢ / In Merchandise A-R-20 


abe 


Good For / 5¢ / In Merchandise 


The C.W. Hendershott Co. / Limited / General / Merchants / Kingsville, Ont. 
Good For / 25¢ / In Merchandise A-Oc-26 
Good For / 10¢ / In Merchandise A-Oc-23 


Big Corner Store / C.A. Quick / Kingsville, Ont. 


Good For / 50¢ / In Merchandise A-R-32 
Good For / 25¢ / In Merchandise A-R-29 
Good For / 10¢ / In Merchandise A-R-25 
Good For / 5¢ / In Merchandise : A-R-21 
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T. Salmoni, / General / Merchant / Kingsville, Ont. 


Good For / $Ioo / In Trade A-Sc12-37 

Good For / 50¢ / In Trade A-Sc11-34 

Good For / 1¢ / In Trade A-Sc8-22 
T. Salmoni / General / Merchant / Kingsville, Ont. 

Good For / 25¢ / In Trade A-Sc10-34 
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Good For / 10¢ / In Trade A-Sc8-29 


Good For / 5¢ / In Trade A-Sc8-24 
John Cooper & Son / Bakers / Kingsville / Ont. 

Good For / 1 Loaf / Of Bread A-Sc4-29 
John Cooper / & Son / Bakers / Kingsville, Ont. 

Good For / 1 / Loaf Of Bread A-Sc4-29 


Kingsville / Dairy Ltd. / Kingsville, Ont. 


Good For / I / Quart / Of / Homo Milk (B.H. blue) A-Tr-42x37 
Imperial Canning Co. (Raised) with a large 23 (incused) 
blank A-R-28 
Sources: 
Kingsville Through The Years 1783 - 1952 published by the Kingsville Centennial Committee, 


Lakeshore Publishers, 1952. 


Farmers’ & Business Directory for the Counties of Elgin, Essex & Kent, Union Publishing Co., 
Ingersoll, Ont. 1890, 1892, 1893, 1895, 1900 & 1902. 


Vernon’s Farmers’ & Business Directory for the Counties of Essex, Kent & Lambton, 1922. 


The Kingsville Reporter, June 22, 1899, August 24, 1899, September 21, 1899, November 2, 1899. 


James, H. N., A Guide To Ontario Tokens, self published St. Thomas, Ontario, 2006. 
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Jewelry Store & Token of M.M. Staebler, Tavistock, Ontario 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 


CAavistock is located mainly in Oxford County and 


partly in Perth County about 14 miles north of 
Woodstock and 3 miles south of Stratford on 
Highway 59. 


A token is known that was used by a 
jeweler by the name of Moses Staebler. His token 
was of aluminum, octagonal in shape and 25 mm 
in diameter. The obverse reads: M.M. 
STAEBLER / WATCHMAKER / & / JEWELER 
/ TAVISTOCK. The reverse reads: GOOD FOR 
/25¢/-ON A-/ WEDDING RING /-OR-/GOLD 
WATCH. 


M.M. Staebler advertised in the pages of 
the Tavistock Gazette. The first ad I came across 
for M.M. Staebler was in the edition of 13 
September, 1895. It described him as a dealer in 
watches, clocks, jewelry, silverware, spectacles. 
etc. etc. Repairing neatly done. Corner of 
Woodstock & Hope Streets. Tavistock, Ont. 


An ad of 23 March. 1905 states that he has 
Just received a large consignment of alarm clocks 
which were to be sold at 90¢, 1.25. 1.50, 1.75 or 
2.25. The ad was signed M.M. Staeber - opposite 
the Commercial Hotel. 


Inn October of 1905 he purchased the 
Jewelry, stock, good will. etc. of Mr. W.H. 
Kalbfleich, who had been a major competitor of 
his business in Tavistock. In his ad he stated “I 
will be pleased to meet my old customers and 
many new ones to whom special values in watches, 
clocks and jewelry will be given in order to reduce 
my large stock. All watches left at Mr. 
Kalbfleich’s will be repaired by me.” M.M. 
Staebler, Oct. 19, 1905. 


In January of 1912 he was advertising for 
sale the Victor Victrola, the new .hornless 


gramophone, price only $20.00. 


In the Tavistock Gazette of 22 December, 


1921 he says: “Our 29" Christmas at the same old 


Stand.......... M.M. Staebler, Jeweler & Optician”. 
This ad dates the beginning of his business to the 
year 1892. 


By January of 1922 his ads seem to have 
disappeared and there appear ads of another 
jeweler, Mr. R.E. Appel, possibly his successor in 
the business. 
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C. W. Hodder - Bakery - Dutton, Ontario 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 


Dutton, Ontario is located in Dunwich Township of Elgin County about 18 miles west of St. 
Thomas. It is on the Currie Road three miles north of Wallacetown which is on the same road at 
Hiway 3. The village got its beginnings when the Canada Southern Railroad went through in the 
1860s. 


C. W. Hodder was born in London, Ontario in 1853. He learned the baking trade in 
Melbourne, Ontario and started his own business in Dutton in 1881. He was the first commercial 
baker in the village. Of an enterprising nature, he had outlets for his baking products in several 
outlying villages and hamlets including Wallacetown, Tyrconnel, Iona, Iona Station and Middlemiss. 
He eventually built the Hodder Block at 162 Main Street in Dutton. 


Mr. Hodder used an aluminum, scalloped-shaped token, good for two loaves of bread for the 
convenience of his customers. He died at the age of 70 in 1913 and the bakery business was 
continued by his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilson. 


The Token: - 
Obverse: - C.W. HODDER / DUTTON, ONT. 
Reverse: - GOOD FOR / 2 / LOAVES / OF / BREAD A-Sc8-29 
Sources: 
Heeney, Terry, Dutton’ Story - 189] - 199], published by the Aylmer Express, 1990. 
Palmer, Ken, Ontario Bakery Tokens, published by the Canadian Association of Token Collectors, Hamilton, Ontario, 1990. 
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Oliver Webb Bakery, Ailsa Craig, Ontario 


By Harry N. James FCNRS 


In the late Ken Palmer’s Ontario Bakery Tokens, he lists a token of O. E. Webb of Ailsa Craig. The 
token was good for one loaf of bread. It was made of aluminum, scalloped in shape with four 
scallops and 28 mm in diameter. 


Ailsa Craig is on Hiway 7 about 24 miles north-west of London. Its population in 1900 about 
the time of the token, was 800. 


Oswald Webb is first listed in the Middlesex County Directory as a baker in Ailsa Craig in the 
year 1905. It is likely that he bought the business formerly owned by Walter Evans, a baker and 
confectioner who had been operating his business there since at least the mid 1890s. The bakery was 
in Evans’ wife’s name from 1903 until 1905 when Mr. Webb became the owner. Mr. Webb operated 
his bakery and confectionery business until 1909 or 1910, which year a Mr. J. Borthwick was listed 
as a baker in the town. Interestingly, Mr. Borthwick is listed in the directory for 1911-12 as a hotel 
owner and no baker is listed for Ailsa Craig. Possibly Borthwick continued with his bakery business 
to some degree in conjunction with his hotel. 


Mr. Webb, by the year 1913 was operating a bakery in nearby Lucan Ontario. 


The token of O. E. Webb had to have been in use from about 1905 until 1909 or early 1910, 
a rather short period of 5 or 6 years. 


The token: 
Obverse: - E.O. WEBB / BAKER / AND / CONFECTIONER / AILSA CRAIG. 


Reverse: - GOOD FOR / 1 / LOAF OF BREAD A-Sc4-28 


sex, London, Ontario. 1897, 98, 99, 1900, 01,02, 03, 04, 05, 


ory, Hamilton, Ontario, 1907-08, 1909, 1910, 1911-12. 
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Press Release 
Le Bic, January 2007 


Les Editions Numispro announces the launch 
of a new numismatic reference titled Les 
Billets Municipaux du Québec, (Quebec 
Municipal Trade Notes). 


Co-written by specialists Dérick Dufour, 
Renald Lefebvre and Yvon Marquis, Les 
Billets Municipaux du Québec covers every 
aspect related to these collectors items issued 
since 1959 in the province of Quebec. This is 
the First Edition of this book which includes 
all information related to each issue including 
SPECIMEN notes that have been issued. 
Charts give technical data related to each note 
and a check-list as well as an estimate of the 
market value for the various notes have been 
added in annexes. 


With a format of 14 x 21.7 cm. (5.5 x 8.5 
inches) the 160 pages book, published by Les 
Editions Numispro, C.P. 2001, Le Bic, Qc. 
GOL 1B0 


Les Editions Numispro who specialises in 
the publishing of french written numismatic 
books has also published over the last months 
Les 25¢ en papier du Canada, (Canadian 
shinplasters), Les Jetons Municipaux du 
Québec (Quebec Trade Tokens) and La 
Pistole-Souvenir 1986-2006. 


For information: Yvon Marquis 418-736-4727 
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Dérik Dufour - Renald Lefebvre - Yvon Marquix 


Classified ad page: This is a free service for members 


For sale: Custom made wooden tokens, wooden nickels, wooden commemoratives, wooden business and greeting cards. 
We hot stamp your wording and design onto the surface using either flat or metallic foils that come in a wide range of 
colours. Contact Bill at 519-273-1715 or cousins@wightman.ca for samples and pricing or by mail to Canada Wide 
Woods at General Delivery, Gadshill Station, Ontario NOK 1J0. Visit our website at: http://www.canadawidewoods.com/ 


Masonic Medals Wanted: including Canadian Craft lodges, York Rite, Scottish Rite and Shrine. Please send 
descriptions, condition and prices asked. Doug Franklin, 16 Summerside Private, Ottawa, ON KIY 4R2 


For Sale or Trade: Medals and tokens of collectors, dealers and manufacturers available plus miscellaneous items. 
Send want list or request my listing. Contact Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc H9R 1P2 or e-mail at 


clarinet@colbanet. 


Some Token books for sale. Prices do not include postage so contact me first to reserve them and I can calculate 
shipping. Thanks. 

Supplement to the Trade Tokens of Manitoba by Stewart, Card Covers. As New. 30 pgs Additions to the long out of 
print TT of Manitoba $4. 

Coins of New Brunswick by Bird, Hard Cover. As New/As New. 184 pgs. A very detailed study of this series with many 
illustrations and historical info. $30. 

Exploring Canadian Colonial Tokens by Banning, Card Cover. Very Fine. 24 pgs Good introduction to token collecting. 
$6. 

Colonial Token Workbook by Cross, Card Cover. As New. First Edition. 86 pgs Grading guide, token identifier, variety 
identifier, inventory checklist. Shows close ups of hard to identify varieties. $30. 

Les Jeton Municipaux du Quebec by Roy & Maruis, 133 pgs + annex Listing, with prices,-of these modern trade tokens. 
Illustrated with lots of information. En francais. Spiral bound. $15. 

Contact me at rstockley@videotron.ca or Richard Stockley, 8612 des Rapides, Lasalle, QC, H8P 2W2 

Browse all my stock at //www. let/StoreFr isplay?cid= 


Now available - 2001 edition of “Trade and Advertising Tokens of Manitoba” This is a spiral bound descriptive listing 
(no illustrations) containing hundreds of new listings. Available for $30.00 post-paid from Jim Astwood, 52 Salme 
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


“An Illustrated Guide to Ontario Bakery Tokens” is now available from Jim Astwood. This revised listing contains 
almost 750 listings with over 500 tokens illustrated. It is in full colour and is wire-bound so it will lay flat. It is available 
for $30 postage-paid from Jim Astwood, 52 Salme Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


Numismatically Middlesex now available. This is a 66 page book listing various businesses in Middlesex County and 
the tokens or medals they used, giving a history of the businesses and locations. Most tokens are illustrated. Price is 
$12.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling to Canadian addresses or $15.00 postpaid to US addresses. Write to: Harry 
N. James, Box 22022, Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St. Thomas, Ontario NSR 6A1, ph (519)631-1884. E-mail 


<harrynj@sympatico.ca> 


Also available - Numismatically Elgin at $10.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling and - Numsimatically Oxford at 
$10.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling. US addresses $12.00 postpaid. All three books can be purchased for $30.00 
plus $5.00 postage & handling. 


Ontario General Merchants’ Trade Due Bills compiled by Ken Palmer and revised in 2001 available from Harry N. 
James, Box 22022, Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St. Thomas, ON N5R 6A1 for $12.50 plus $3.00 postage to 
C.A.T.C. members at Canadian addresses. The price for US members is $15.00 in US funds postpaid. 


Wanted for my personal collection: Tokens and scrip of Ottawa and surrounding area (including milk, bread, 
merchants’ due bills, etc., etc.). Also medals of all types (agricultural, school, athletic, exhibition, religious, etc.). Will 
purchase or trade. Contact: Chris Faulkner, 1460 Merivale Road, Box 78085, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2E 1B1. 


For Sale: Canadian Municipal medallions, trade tokens, coin club medals. 100's to choose from: Write - Jeff Fournier, 
19 Galahad Crt., North Bay, ON P1A 4H6 


Trade Dollars For Sale: scarce and common: Please check out my list of trade dollars from Canada. Check out my 
website at http:/ i or send for a listing. Included in this list are the following items: 
Barrhead AL 1971, Labrador City NF 1974, St. Andrews NB 1984 ($1 error), Stewiacke Valley PEI 1980 (bz), Chatham 
Pioneer Days NB 1979 (plain edge), and Mahone Bay NS 1979. Bob Gilbert, P.O. Box 299, Liberty Corner, NJ USA 
07938, bob@gilbertweb.com 


WANTED: Swastika tokens, medals & watch fobs. (No Nazi items - U.S. - Canada only). Also, large 73 mm Lucky 
souvenir penny Indian Head with swastikas in the headband. Price and write - Gary Patterson, 10 - 4th St., Manchester, 
NJ 08759 U.S.A. or E-mail gptokens@worldnet.att.net 


For Sale, One hundred and ninety different original scarce and expensive municipal trade dollars from all of Canada. 
Sample of list 1970 CO.Wilowood error-1967 BZ Viking 1978 NS Chase- 1979 NS Mahone Bay - 1967Edmonton Inn 
very scarce. Please send for a three page list. Also have many, many common BU. Municipal trade dollars. Please feel 
free to send me your list of your needs. Thank You - Lawrence Alexander, 5410 Todd Ave., Baltimore, Maryland USA 
21206-4326. Ph (410)488-6558 


Wellington County - dairy, bread,merchant tokens, fraternal, communion, paper scrip, badges, post cards etc. for cash 
or trade. Towns are Guelph, Fergus, Elora,Erin, Drayton, Mt. Forest, Palmerston, Clifford, Arthur, Rockwood, Ballinfad, 
Harriston, Glen Allen, Moorefield, Hillsburgh. Ross Irwin, 903-24 Marilyn Dr., Guelph, ON, NIH 8E9 
a a ee ee oT i 
Wanted: Prisoner of War Chits (Canteen Chits or tokens) used in Canadian Camps for German Prisoners of war. 


Many variations and denominations existed. Robert HENDERSON, 6015-5th Ave., Regina, Sask., S4T 6V4. Email 
homefront@sasktel.net 


W.R. McColl 1903 Sales List - an Alphabetical Listing - a recently completed alphabetical listing of the McColl 
offering, by: 1)name 2)location 3)Province - by location, name and cross-referenced to Bowman, Hill, Stewart and 
Tannahill as applicable. The Ontario listing includes a separate section by County. 4)original numerical McColl list. 
Will facilitate locating names/attribution appearing in McColl which previously could be a time consuming task to find 
in his original list. Soft cover, spiral bound, 90 pages, 8 % X 11 inches. Copies C$20. Each, plus postage - Canada: 
Bubble pack mailer $3.25; Xpresspost $7.00 Regional or$$10.50 National; USA $7.00 surface or $ $12.00 air. A 
private publication by Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge Postal Outlet, 1201 Oxford St., W., London, ON, Canada 
N6H 5E1. Ibuth@webmanager.on.ca 
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Wanted - Vulcanite Transportation Tokens from Street Railways of Scranton, Pennsylvania. PA840A, B, C, D or 
any others. Charles Wrobleski, 206 Green St., Clarks Green, PA 18411 - 1212. 
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ROBERT OF Thunder Bay offers copper Kenora Tokens. BU Jubilee Jamboree 1952 copper 32 mm tokens 
commemorating founding Rat Portage 1882, founding town of Kenora. 1905 became Kenora. Was railway, logging, 
fur trading, trapping frontier town. This treasure trove was discovered in sealed wooden keg at 1956 auction. These 
tokens are scarce. Special: 1 piece $5.00; 2 $9.95 p.p. Robert St. Cyr, 481 John Street, Thunder Bay, ON, Canada P7B 
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For Sale: Collection of 67 winter carnival medals of which 24 are pre-1910, including an early letter to the Quebec 
winter carnival committee, etc. Complete listing & price available on request by e-mail or snail mail. Barry Uman, 242 
Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada e-mail clarinet@colba.net 


For Sale: Canadian Miscellaneous tokens & medals; my lists are available by e-mail or snail mail. My speciality is 
collector/dealer manufacturer pieces. Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada. E-mail 


clarinet@colba.net 


FOR SALE: Large number of Canadian Municipal Trade Dollars, Medallions, and some Trade Notes from all across 
Canada. I have been collecting for many years and it is time to sell my extras. Some are very common and others are 
scarce. Please check my website at H{ttp://members.shaw.ca/zwiggy For a complete listing. You may also email 
me at zwiggy@shaw.ca or zwiggyl@hotmail.com 


Alberta Medallions by Alf Wrigley & Eric Jensen 

“Alberta Medallions - 2004 Supplement”: The 2004 supplement has over 1100 additional illustrated Alberta 
medallions and “similar type stuff’ and comprises around 430 pages including information, indices and the like. The 
pages are 8 2” x 11", 3 hole punched for including in the previously issued Second Edition 1989 (with 1992 and 1998 
Supplements). The cost is $24.00 plus postage ($10.50 to Eastern Canada and $8.50 to Western Canada). 


“Alberta Medallions - 1989 Second Edition c/w 1992, 1998 & 2004 Supplements”: A photocopied Second Edition 
(1989), complete with the appropriate pages from the 1992, 1998 & 2004 Supplements, now comprises a total of 2058 
illustrated Alberta medallions and “similar type stuff’ with around 730 pages, including information, indices and the like. 
The pages are 8 4” x 11", 3 hole punched for inserting in a binder (not included) with a cardstock cover. I am selling 
these for $40.00 plus postage ($11.50 to Eastern Canada and $9.50 to Western Canada). Contact: Eric Jensen, 108 
Hidden Creek Park NW, Calgary, Alberta T3A 6C6 egjensen@telus.net C.A.T.C. #762, C.N.A. #19028 
C.A.W.M.C. #R499 
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2007 Edition of Canadian (Municipal) Trade Dollars and Related Issues Handbook. The 2007 edition of the “Canadian 
Municipal Trade Dollars and Related Issues Handbook” over 215 pages on 8.5 X 11 inch paper by Jack Sauchenko 
13559 - 124 A. Ave., Edmonton, AB T5L 3B4 was released in 2006. This handbook includes all the Canadian trade 
dollars and is available at $39.95 plus postage and GST or HST to Canadians and $36.00 US plus postage to US 
residents from Jack Sauchenko, 13559 - 124 A Ave., Edmonton, AB T5L 3B4. Ph. (780) 455-1566., E-mail 
<jpsbes@planet.eon.net> Web page: http://www.planet.eon.net/~jpsbes 

Jack Sauchenko is the author of a small booklet 5 % X 8 % inches with 215 pages that includes all the detail of the 
Handbook above, only without pictures. The cost of the booklet for Canadian orders is $13.95 plus postage and GST 
or HST. For the US buyer the cost of the Booklet is $12.50 plus postage. Jack Sauchenko is the author of the following 
Books for sale listed on the web page <http:www.planet.eon.net/~jpsbes>Canadian Machine Tokens, United States Trade 
Dollars, Canadian Merchant Tokens and Canadian Medals 


Paying Top Prices for Newfoundland scrip, Maritime medals before 1920, Maritime local tokens and better Canadian 
chartered banknotes. Geoff Bell, P.O. Box 5079, Shediac, NB, E4P 8T8 
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Taking Orders For my newest release: A Guide To Ontario Tokens by Harry N. James. This is an approximately 600 
page illustrated guide of Ontario tokens of all types. A separate price guide is included free with each book. The guide 
includes Merchants Due Bills and Advertising tokens, Bakery and Confectionary tokens, Dairy tokens, Bar & Hotel 
tokens, Tobacco & Billiards, Advertising Spinners, Communion, political, Amusement, Canning, transportation, Parking 
and Premium tokens. A small amount of historical data is included for several tokens where known. Tokens are listed 
alphabetically by municipality and there are.four indices at the back of the book covering 27 pages. The book is 
available in soft cover, spiral bound at $50.00 plus postage from Harry N. James, Box 22022, Elmwood Square P.O., 
204 First Ave., St. Thomas, ON, N5SR 6A1. Phone (519) 631-1884, or e-mail, harrynj@sympatico.ca. 


Communion Tokens for sale (nearly 1,000) from the duplicate collection of the Rev. George MacLennan, early writer 
on Canadian Communion Tokens. Includes over 200 Canadian. For more information, contact Angus Sutherland at 
ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com or write to Box 22013 RPO Water Street, Cambridge, ON NIR 8E3 


